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STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
October 3, 2019 

 
The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday, October 3, 2019, was called to 
order at 3:05 P.M. by Jane Conner in the ABC Conference Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., Government 
Center. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Sue Henderson, Anita Dodd, James Tully, David Rodriguez, and Jane Conner 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Richard Chichester, Ryan Lovell 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Lindsey Marr, Eva Campbell 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Ms. Conner: Okay, I’m calling the meeting to order, since David’s not here, I will call roll I guess or Anita if 
you call roll? 
 
Ms. Dodd: Not me.  
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  
 
Ms. Conner: We have a quorum so we’ll begin our meeting.  
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
Ms. Conner: The public presentations, no one’s here for that. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. US-1 Bridge Replacement Project 
 
Ms. Conner: New business… I believe you all were given the US-1, oh I guess you have mine Jim or, oh no 
here it is, would you like to just sort of summarize it or Anita summarize the… what’s in there because I 
realize that you just received this now… weren’t able to open it up.  
 
Mr. Tully: So basically the… they’re doing an expansion on Route 1, is it Chopawamsic Creek? And the red 
area on the map is the area that’s the historic area that they’re concerned about and basically they’re saying 
that they’re not gonna do anything in that area… with the renovation to the bridge that’s going over 
Chopawamsic Creek in the lanes that are approaching it.  
 
Ms. Conner: Is there any further discussion? 
 
Ms. Henderson: What action are we expected to take? 
 
Ms. Dodd: The ultimate is that the bridge is gonna get destroyed so they wanna know if we have any issues 
with that or if we have any concerns with that or if we want them to do more than what they proposed doing 
in this report which basically there’s only one site that’s eligible through the national register and they’re 
gonna ignore that site, so they won’t impact that. They’re gonna be putting a protective temporary fence 
around it to, you know, make sure people avoid it while they’re doing their site work and doing what they 
need to do so, I don’t have an issue with what they’re planning on doing, so I, just the only thing that… I 
would ask that they record, you know, even though it’s, according to James, it’s not a particularly significant 
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bridge and nothing really extraordinary about it but I would ask that they take some photographs and draw it 
up, I mean who knows down the road… 
 
Ms. Henderson: Document the existing bridge before it’s destroyed. 
 
Ms. Conner: It’s a 1933 bridge so… 
 
Ms. Dodd: I mean you and, for the future I just, I don’t know, I just think having that kind of information is 
good to have, you never know when it’s gonna come up, you know something somebody wants to study, you 
know in 3019 maybe they would want to know about you know concrete TB bridges, you know I don’t know 
but that’s what I would ask that they do that, or recommend that they do that. 
 
Ms. Conner: Very good, any other discussion on the bridge? Alrighty thenw e’ll get onto… 
 
Ms. Dodd: Well is that something that you will do as far as the recommendation or… 
 
Ms. Campbell: I’ll reach out. Jeff sent it to me to bring up for discussion and comment but I don’t know 
specifically who I’m commenting to.  
 
Ms. Dodd: Right, okay.  
 
Ms. Campbell: I know for the next one Eric Mink is… 
 
Ms. Dodd: So they’re not gonna need any sort of official letter or anything from us or… okay. 
 
Ms. Conner: Okay, any more discussion?  

 
2. Section 106 Chatham project 

 
Ms. Conner: Alright, let’s go on to the Section 106, the Chatham Bridge, I mean the Chatham bathroom 
project…with the doors on the bathroom. Does anyone have anything to comment about those? This is gonna 
be a fast meeting.  
 
Ms. Dodd: This is generated you know because it’s a national park and they have to go through the 106 
standards so this is what they’re required to do in that process, but in this particular case it’s not anything 
that’s particularly… 
 
Ms. Conner: And Al and I volunteered there and you don’t know how awful those doors are, because they 
don’t allow anyone to use the bathrooms inside Chatham, you have to use those two.  
 
Ms. Dodd: And they’re not, I mean it’s a redo anyway of the building, I mean theyre not original to the 
building so… 
 
Ms. Conner: Exactly, alright, well let’s… 
 
Ms. Dodd: Again they don’t need anything, no letter or anything from us, you guys just pass on… 
 
Ms. Campbell: It’s just comments. 
 
Ms. Conner: Very good. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

3. Annual Historic Preservation Awards 
 
Ms. Conner: So the unfinished business, the Annual Historic Preservation Awards.  
 
Ms. Dodd:  So I guess I, you know, that you guys needed to take a look at them and see if I got everything 
and that you guys were, you know  that everyone was going to be concerned about so… 
 
Ms. Henderson: I make a motion that we accept the edits as emailed to us.  
 
Ms. Conner: Any second? 
 
Mr. Tully: I’ll second that. 
 
Ms. Conner: Any more discussion, okay.  
 
The vote passed -0. 
 
Ms. Dodd: So will you get us the corrected copy? 
 
Ms. Campbell: Officially typed up with the changes, yeah I can do that and then send it out again to make 
sure.  
 
Ms. Dodd: Right, because we’re going to need to comply with this for our upcoming awards.  
 
Ms. Henderson: Yeah especially it’s gonna need to be whatever the link is on the website.  
 
Ms. Dodd: Right yeah because that, yeah the website apparently is… 
 
Ms. Henderson: Because that’s where the contentious problems were in the past.  
 
Ms. Campbell: Also the typed up version of what you edited, if you guys are okay with (inaudible) making 
the changes… 
 
Ms. Dodd: Okay, good very good. 
 

4. County-owned Cultural Resource Properties 
 
Ms. Conner: Okay County owned cultural resource properties.  
 
Ms. Campbell: I wasn’t sure if we were done with discussing that last meeting. 
 
Ms. Henderson: I believe we were asking for a formal written plan. A formal written emergency plan for all 
historic properties. All historic properties. Not just one.  
 
Mr. Lovell: A more detailed plan, too.  
 
Ms. Henderson: A more detailed plan, there was a whole conversation that on for half an hour looking for 
that.  
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Ms. Conner: I’m going to address that. Okay. I’ll tell you what has come about. I talked with Mike Morris 
about everything and he, he said that there was a deed of gift and I sent it out to all of you today. And I don’t 
know if you looked through it but  it was, there was photographs of every piece of furniture and so there was 
because I was gonna send you, give you all copies of it but when I saw it was so long, but anyway… 
 
Ms. Dodd: Just a, you may not have my new email, because I didn’t get anything.  
 
Ms. Conner: Okay, give me your new email. Because I just copy the address that Eva sent me.  
 
Ms. Dodd: Well she has the right one so… 
 
Ms. Conner: But anyway let me get my, I guess my notes are on there. Alright, first of all I did get that from 
him. Also, he said that he was going to give me the detailed flood plan, but I haven’t received it yet. I 
reminded him today about it, or yesterday I reminded him about it but he did give me the deed of gift. Also, 
Ryan, you asked if the commission could be informed as to which warehouse the items would be in in case 
of flooding and I asked him about that and he said he never knows which warehouse will have enough area 
to put the items in. And there was one other thing… I guess that was it, so we’re, we got the deed of gift, 
found out about the warehouse, and the other thing hopefully we’ll have a hard copy of the flood plan for 
the… 
 
Ms. Henderson: A flood plan is not what we asked for, we asked for what’s the emergency plan for every 
historic property in the County, not just Shelton Cottage. And I don’t know whether we need to have staff to 
ask staff that question, if we need to go up the food chain, I’m not sure what we need to do, I suspect that 
Mr. Morris, who has an amazingly complicated job is overwhelmed, but I don’t think he’s conscious that we 
are looking for that information so what is it gonna take. 
 
Ms. Conner: Because according to the minutes of the last meeting it was just the Shelton Cottage one, so 
because that’s what it said on the last minutes.  
 
Ms. Henderson: Well, I don’t know that that’s how I remember it, I don’t know if anybody else remembers 
it… 
 
Mr. Tully: We may have had a side conversation, but I thought we had the conversation here.  
 
Ms. Conner: Because I looked at the last minutes and it just had that about Clifton so… 
 
Ms. Henderson: Well I’m concerned because I hear things all the time about other properties as well. I get it, 
but here’s the thing if we don’t, if we can’t get some attention to these historic properties why are we owning 
them? Because we need to give him ammunition to pay to get a budget to take care of these places and they 
don’t have that and I get it. It would be in his best interest to help us understand the difficulty and the 
problems he has maintaining those historic properties. The chief just told me the other day that it took them 
more than two months of concentrated effort to even clean up the ivy that had grown up around Duff House. 
So, and that was because it had been allowed to sort of deteriorate, just neglect, it wasn’t intentional, it’s just 
because there isn’t anybody looking at those issues on a regular basis, but I believe we’re looking at getting 
ready to go into budget season, not just for Parks and Rec for maintenance issues but also this whole issue of 
whether they’re gonna hire a historic preservationist or not and we don’t have any ammunition for that. And 
I would like us to get ourselves together and have some ammunition. 
 
Ms. Dodd: I think we do have at least some ammunition because the County has put together a mandate for 
themselves that says they’re gonna take care of their historic resources.  
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Ms. Henderson: Right, but they don’t know that they’re not being taken care of.  
 
Ms. Dodd: Oh I think they do and, but anyway I, that to me says you need a preservation planner to help you 
see those goals trhough. So that I think is a big piece of ammo to get our preservation planner and I think we 
just need to push that with the Supervisors and get them to understand, get them information on all of the 
cultural resources that are owned by the County and what they require for maintenance and that they are 
neglectful, shamefully neglectful, in not taking care of these things that they have, you kow said they’re 
going to take care of and preserve for the future. They’re not preserving anything for the future, all of it is 
demolition by neglect.  
 
Ms. Henderson: But the challenge is, in particular, I think it was you Jim that was saying what, does the fire 
department know that these are historic properties that you need to save that slave, you know, cottage if it’s 
on fire? You know, that’s why the emergency plan request, right. I get it that they don’t know the 
maintenance request or that theyre over staffed but are they even communicating that these properties are 
important to save to emergency responders?  
 
Ms. Dodd: Right, yeah, I don’t think so… 
 
Ms. Henderson: I’m pretty sure they’re not, I’m gonna guess, I don’t know. 
 
Ms. Dodd: None of these properties have a management plan and, which would take in any kind of disaster 
issues. They all need, they all need a separate management plan, actually what they need is for the Parks and 
Rec to have an overall management plan and then each individual site needs a management plan because 
they’re all different.  
 
Mr. Tully: (inaudible) sites also are in the schools budget, so the schools would have their three buildings… 
 
Ms. Dodd: So, I don’t know, maybe, I don’t know, what is the best way to get their attention? 
 
Ms. Conner: Yeah I was just gonna say too… 
 
Ms. Dodd: I mean we’ve been hollering about this for years and they just don’t… 
 
Ms. Campbell: So Mr. Morris has been reached out to about it and asked? 
 
Ms. Conner: Well I only reached out to him because the minutes said that it was the Shelton Cottage so… 
maybe you and Jim had that conversation outside about it.  
 
Ms. Henderson: So I’ll make a motion that we formally ask Parks and Recreation to give us, at minimum, the 
emergency management plan in writing for all historic properties.  
 
Ms. Campbell: Okay.  
 
Ms. Conner: I’m thinking that maybe if the, if it was written by Kathy it would have more oomph than just 
by us.  
 
Ms. Dodd: That’s the reason to have a preservation planner because that would be something she would do.  
 
Ms. Henderson: Fair enough, but we don’t have one and they’re managing those properties and it’s their job 
to manage those properties, and he’s well aware we’ve been asking about those properties for only a year and 
a half. Only.  



Historical Commission Minutes 
October 3, 2019 
 

Page 6 of 8 

 
Mr. Tully: Is a preservation planner in the budget again for next year? 
 
Ms. Campbell: I mean its being proposed but it’s proposed every year.  
 
Ms. Dodd: What could the Commission do, other than talking to the Supervisors and I mean, is there 
something, because I mean we’ve been doing that for a long time.  
 
Ms. Henderson: It didn’t make it to the Supervisors last year, it got cut in this building before it even went in 
the final budget. It was a choice between two different planning needs. 
 
Ms. Campbell: Formally I don’t know other than it just being in there and just making noise about it. I mean 
I can ask Kathy but I just don’t know what the steps to that are.  
 
Mr. Tully: Yeah they went on a retreat and the reps from Planning removed it from the budget. SO it didn’t 
even make it to the Supervisors last year.  
 
Ms. Dodd: Well maybe then the Supervisors are not the people we need to be yelling and screaming at. 
Maybe it’s the Planning.  
 
Ms. Henderson: Right now I just want to know that if somethings on fire the Fire Department knows that 
they’re gonna save it. One step at a time.  
 
Ms. Campbell: I can email Parks and ask about that, if they have the emergency plans kept somewhere for us 
to at least review.  
 
Ms. Conner: Okay, good. 
 
Ms. Dodd: Wonderful. 
 
Ms. Henderson: Do we need to vote on that motion or no? I’m just asking, I don’t know.  
 
Ms. Campbell: I don’t think so.  
 
Ms. Henderson: I want to make sure it’s in the record so that we know that it’s in the record that we have 
asked. I don’t care about the vote, I just want to make sure it’s in the minutes. 
 
Ms. Campbell: It’s in the record, it’s being recorded.  
 
Ms. Dodd: And do we know anything more about signs for Government Island? 
 
Ms. Conner: No I talked with Mike, he said he’s going to get with me about that so… so I really think that, I 
feel like by talking with him I’m not getting as much done, I think if it’s done through the Planning 
Department something might get done. Alright thank you Eva for writing that to Mike Morris.  
 
  
 
 
ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
Ms. Conner: Alright, any presentations that you guys have? Okay… 
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Ms. Dodd: Well I just, I recorded a couple of houses in the past couple of weeks, one was on Courthouse 
Road, it’s being torn down, it’s a little bungalow, it’s really a shame because it was, I mean although it’d 
been covered, ever since I’ve seen it it’s been covered with English ivy and it looked like it was ready to fall 
down any minute.  
 
Ms. Conner: Oh, is it the one by the Jeff Rouse? Yeah. 
 
Ms. Dodd: Yeah, and so I was surprised when I went in there to see just what kind of good condition it was 
in, I mean you could have moved into it. And it’s a cute little place, absolutely adorable and they had a little 
concrete fish pond in the yard, I mean yeah, but anyway. So it’s recorded and going down. The other one 
was, out by the airport, the sandstone… 
 
Ms. Conner: Oh, up on the hill? 
 
Ms. Dodd: Yes, up on the hill… Chestnut Hill, Chestnut Hill. I recorded that one because that’s going down 
as well.  
 
Ms. Conner: When is that going down? 
 
Ms. Dodd: I don’t know what the timeframe is on it, but the, Jeri Lynn and Ricky are gonna get the 
sandstone from that so but they are gonna take it down. It is not, it is not saveable, it’s not salvageable, it’s 
actually a danger to anybody who goes up there because there’s just nothing really holding what’s left 
together so but some amazing sandstone in there. Not sure how they’re gonna get it down off that hill but I 
know that Ricky and Jeri Lynn are talking to the developer about saving it so…that’s all I had for that. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Ms. Conner: Okay, thank you. I’m going to tell you about something that happened two days ago. I was 
asked, because I live by Hartwood Presbyterian Church, if I wouldn’t go in and help in the back of the 
sanctuary, the church was built in the 1850s, and in the back of the church they built a little extension on that 
would be like a fellowship hall, now they have a big fellowship hall downstairs, down the hill. Dr. Stuart 
Jones who used to be on this Commission years ago, wasn’t she one of the first people on this Commission, 
used to live right across the street from this old historic church and she loved this church so much and she 
had glass shells put up at the back of the little fellowship hall and kept saving things that were in there, so 
they asked me if I wouldn’t come over and try and put things in order and a little bit of history in there, so I 
did that, I can show you on my phone what it looks like now, but I went today, so every time I was there 
working because I worked there three days on getting this little museum for the church filled up, this 
morning I went down to the Washington Heritage museum had a guest speaker, he was Michael Spencer and 
associate professor at the University of Mary Washington and he called and  I’m probably not gonna 
pronounce this right, Anita you might know, dendrocrinology, about using the tree rings to date different 
things and guess what, he got his money to do this research from Dr. Stuart Jones when she passed away. So 
I was thinking she lived to be 94, she never married, she was no bigger than a little termite, she was so small, 
but she’d faithfully come up here for every month for the meetings and this one, this one dear sweet person, 
here she touched so many people, and so I was thinking about that all of us can if we can just save one little 
bit of Stafford history we’ll be making a dent in this world. That’s my Chairman’s report.  
 
 
REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  
 
Ms. Conner: Any reports by the Commission members? 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
September 5, 2019 
 
Ms. Conner: The approval of the minutes from September 5.  
 
Ms. Dodd: I missed that completely, so I don’t know what happened to that.  
 
Ms. Conner: Boy this is another speedy meeting. Okay if there’s no other, further business? 
 
Ms. Dodd: We have to approve the minutes.  
 
Ms. Conner: Oh yes approval of the minutes for September 5. 
 
Mr. Tully: I never received a copy.  
 
Ms. Henderson: I don’t know that I’ve seen it either.  
 
Ms. Campbell: I thought I sent it out to everybody.  
 
Ms. Conner: I know I didn’t receive them so, I thought she sent them you too.  
 
Ms. Marr: We can send them out again today.  
 
Ms. Conner: So then we’ll approve them at the next meeting.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss Ms. Conner adjourned the meeting at 3:29 P.M. 
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